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ANCHOVY ENGRAULIS ENCRASICOLUS (L.) (PISCES: 
ENGRAULIDAE) IN IRISH AND UK WATERS 

D. T. G. Quigley 

Gaelic Seafoods (Ireland) Ltd., Recess, Co Galway 

K. Flannery 

Garfinny, Dingle, Co Kerry 

During April 1996 a single specimen of anchovy Engraulis encrasicolus (L.) 
measuring 11.8cm T. L. was captured in a Nephrops trawl by the MFV 'Skellig Light' 

(Owner: Mr Michael Quinlan, Renard, Caherciveen, Co. Kerry) at a depth of c300m on 
the Porcupine Bank (c53?30'N, 13?15-14?10'W) off the W coast of Ireland. 

The current specimen, which was donated to the National Museum of Ireland (NMI 
15, 1996), represents the fifth record of anchovy from Irish waters and the first from the 

Porcupine Bank. Details on all previous records are summarized in Table 1. 

Single specimens of anchovy have been recorded infrequently and only at intervals 
of several years from the W(l), SW(2), S(l) and E(l) coasts. There are no records from 
the N coast. The first three specimens, taken between July and October, were recorded near 

the surface in shallow inshore estuarine waters, while the last two specimens, taken in 

April and May, were captured on or near the bottom in relatively deep offshore waters. 

Wheeler (1978) noted that "In summer anchovies migrate into inshore waters (while) in 

winter they move offshore." 

Although Went and Kennedy (1976) regarded the anchovy as rare in Irish waters, it 
is remarkable that the species has not been recorded more frequently considering the large 
number of records from nearby UK waters. Indeed, Went (1962) noted that it was common 

in the English Channel and remarked that "In view of its abundance along the French 
coasts it is surprising that the anchovy should be so scarce along the south coast of 

Ireland", It is also interesting to recall that prior to obtaining the first specimen of anchovy 
from Irish waters in Ventry Harbour, Andrews (1870) "had heard of species of small 

herring that had been taken in the herring nets (in Dingle Bay) of a peculiar silvery 

brightness". Andrews noted that the anchovy had "been met in several localities on the 

coast of England", and referred to Couch's (1865) view "that it may be abundantly taken 
on the Cornwall coast." Andrews concluded that "it is not unlikely but that in the autumn 

season the anchovy, with nets of a proper mesh, may be taken in Dingle Bay and other bays 
on the SW coast." Day (1880-84) remarked that "They are only taken by chance in drift 

nets or seines for sand-eels, as their small size enables them to pass through the meshes of 

such nets as are generally used by the drift-net fishermen". 

There are numerous references to the anchovy in UK waters during the last century 
and more recently since the early 1950s. Anchovies have been recorded from all around 
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the U.K. coast including: S(Hampshire), SW(Devonshire and Cornwall), Irish Sea (Bristol 

Channel NW Wales, Lancashire and Solway Firth), W Scotland (Dubh Artach and Outer 

Hebrides), Orkney Islands, NE Scotland (Pentland Firth, Moray Firth, Buchan Deep), SE 

Scotland (Firth of Forth and St. Abb's Head), NE England (Northumberland, Durham and 

Yorkshire), E (Lincolnshire, Norfolk, and Suffolk and SE (Thames Estuary). 

In some years during the 19th century, anchovies appear to have been relatively 
abundant along the SW coast of England. For example, in November 1871, upwards of 

150 000 were taken in seine nets set for pilchards (Sardina pilchardus Walbaum) off 

Meevagissey (Cornwall), and were used as farm land manure (Day 1880-84). Indeed, 
Couch (1865) remarked that if finer mesh nets were used "sufficient (quantities) might be 

taken on the coast of Cornwall to supply the amount of what is consumed in our own 

country." Day (1880-84) noted that in some summers vast numbers were taken in the 

Bristol Channel off Swansea. Indeed, Yarrell (1859) stated that he purchased six pounds 

(2.7kg) of anchovies in Swansea market for one shilling (?0.05). He also noted that "it is 
said to be sold frequently in Liverpool market." 

Between the mid 1950s and mid 1960s anchovies appear to have been relatively 
frequent in their occurrence in Scottish waters, particularly off the NE coast (Rae and 

Wilson 1952, 1954, 1956-57, Rae and Lamont 1958-64, Rae and Pirie 1967). The species 
appears to have been present in relatively large numbers in the North Sea during July 1961; 
five specimens were taken in the Solway Firth (NE Irish Sea: Rae and Lamont 1962) and 
a single specimen was captured in the Castletown River, Co Louth (NW Irish Sea: Went 

1962). 

During the next 10 year period (mid-1960s to mid-1970s) very few anchovy were 
recorded from Scottish waters (Jones and Pirie 1973-74) but the species appears to have 
been relatively common along the NE, E and SE coast of England. Several specimens were 
taken in the winter sprat (Sprattus sprattus L.) fishery off the NE coast (Blacker 1974-78) 
and during the summer drift-net fishery off the SE coast (Blacker 1970, 1977-78). 

Significant numbers were also recovered from power station cooling water intake screens 
located on the lower Thames (Huddart and Arthur 1971, Wheeler and Blacker 1972, 

Wheeler 1979) and Severn Estuary (Claridge et aL 1986). For unknown reasons, relatively 
few specimens appear to have been recorded in UK waters since the 1970s (Blacker and 

Millner 1984, Henderson pers. comm.). 

Although the anchovy is known to have spawned in NW European waters during 
historical times, very little appears to be known about the current status ofthe species. For 

example, the anchovy previously spawned off the Dutch coast and in the Zuider Zee 
between May and July (Jenkins 1936). While the Zuider Zee population was presumably 
lost following the construction of the Afsluitdijk, the current status of North Sea stocks is 
unknown. There are some anecdotal references which suggest that the anchovy may have 

previously spawned in UK waters. For example, Day (1880-84) remarked that "on June 9, 
1878, off Southport, he (Mr, Jackson) took some dozens in a shrimp trawl on a sandy 

bottom, about half a mile (0.8km) off shore... many were full of spawn and so tender that 

they burst with the slightest strain". At Swansea, Couch (1865) found anchovy "heavy 
with spawn in September", while Jenkins (1936) found anchovy eggs in the River Ribble 
(NW Irish Sea) during June 1896. More recently, Blacker and Millner (1984) captured a 

maturing male off Pakefield Beach (Suffolk) on 28 May 198 L 

In NW European waters, Wheeler (1969) remarked, that "the anchovy is not 
uncommon in the English Channel and the Southern North and Irish Seas (while) 
elsewhere it seems to be vagrant". Svetovidov (1979) described the distribution in the NE 

Atlantic from the Skagerrak, Kattegat and British Isles southwards to Morocco, including 
the Mediterranean, Adriatic, Aegean, Black and Azov Seas. More recently. Whitehead 
(1990) referred to its distribution as follows: "northward to Bergen (Norway) and 
southward to Cape Town (South Africa), then NE to East London, perhaps to Durban (SW 
Indian Ocean)". 
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Table 1. Irish records of anchovy Engraulis encrasicicolus L. 

Date Location Method T.L. F.L. Wt. Reference 
(cm) (cm) (g) 

Autumn 1869 Ventry Harbour herring 15.0 - - Andrews 
Co Kerry net (1870) 

Oct. 1951 Kinsale Harbour salmon 16.3 15.6 - 
Kennedy 

Co Cork net (1952) 

21.07.1961 Castletown River beach 15.3 14.1 25.0 Bracken & 
Co Louth seine Kennedy 

(1967) 

10.05.1978 W New Ground trawl 16.0 - 35.0 Minchin & 
Dingle Bay Molloy 
Co Kerry (1980) 

April 1996 Porcupine Bank Nephrops 11.8 - - This paper 
trawl 

Wheeler (1979) remarked that "before the closure of the Zuider Zee there was a 
considerable fishery for anchovies in this vast low-salinity area, but although the fish is 
still common on the Dutch coast it is not exploited to the same extent". Wheeler (1978) 
noted that "The anchovy is not fished for in northern (European) waters, but off southern 

Europe and in the Black Sea it is an important commercial fish." 

Although the current paucity of records would seem to suggest that the anchovy is 
rare in Irish waters, it is possible that the species, because of its small size, is rarely 
captured and/or recognized. Clearly more information is required and all records should 
be noted. 
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FIRST RECORD OF THE ATLANTIC FOOTBALL FISH 
HIMANTOLOPHUS GROENLANDICUS (REINHARDT, 1837) (PISCES: 

LOPHIIFORMES, CERATIOIDEA, HIMANTOLOPHIDAE) FROM 
IRISH WATERS 

D. T. G. Quigley 

Gaelic Seafoods (Ireland) Ltd., Recess, Co Galway 

K. Flannery 

Garfinney, Dingle, Co Kerry 

On 22 June 1989 Ms Rosemary Rudd ('Westgate', Waterville) discovered the 
desiccated head of an unusual fish on the beach near Waterville (c51?49'N, 10?09'W), Co. 

Kerry. The late Dr E. Bertelsen (Zoology Museum, University of Copenhagen) examined 
the photograph ofthe head and concluded that it belonged to a species of Himantolophus, 

most probably H. groenlandicus (Reinhardt, 1837), the Atlantic football fish. 

During mid-May 1996 a female specimen of H. groenlandicus was captured by the 
MFV 'John Colm' (Skipper: Mr Andrew O'Connor, Dingle) while trawling at a depth of 
c240m W Achill Island (c54?N 12?W), Co Mayo. The current specimen represents the first 
authenticated record of//, groenlandicus from Irish waters. 

The following morphometric and meristic data were recorded: T.L. 32.5cm; S.L. 
22.5cm; Wt 1.5kg; illicium 49% S.L.; esca with a pair of truncated distal appendages 
surrounded by 4 swellings; 1 unbranched tentacle on distal anterior side of escal bulb; 1 
bifurcated tentacle behind escal pore; 4 bifurcated tentacles (3 lateral pairs) on base of 
escal pore; dorsal fin rays 6; caudal 8; anal 4; and pectoral 12, 

Wheeler (1969, 1978) remarked that H. groenlandicus has occasionally been 

captured on the deeper fishing grounds of the European Atlantic, especially off the 
Icelandic coast and on the Iceland-Faroe Ridge. While the species has been recorded from 
Icelandic waters almost annually since the early 1980s (J6nsson et al 1982-89, 1991-97), 
it still appears to be relatively rare in southern parts of NW Europe. For example, the 


	Article Contents
	p. 439
	p. 440
	p. 441
	p. 442

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Irish Naturalists' Journal, Vol. 25, No. 11/12 (Jul. - Oct., 1997), pp. 393-468
	Front Matter
	Editorial [p. 393-393]
	Obituary
	Howard Joseph Hudson (1909-1996) [pp. 393-395]

	The Spiders (Araneida) of Pollardstown Fen, Co Kildare, Ireland [pp. 396-404]
	A Summer Survey of the Chironomidae (Diptera) at Selected Littoral Sites in Lough Neagh, Northern Ireland [pp. 404-409]
	A Review of the Irish Charipidae (Hymenoptera) including Nine Species New to Ireland [pp. 410-412]
	Echinothrips americanus (Thysanoptera: Thripidae) New to Ireland [pp. 412-413]
	The Occurrence of the Zebra Mussel Dreissena polymorpha (Pallas, 1771), an Introduced Biofouling Freshwater Bivalve in Ireland [pp. 413-416]
	The Occurrence of a Subtidal Sabellaria alveolata (L.) Reef off Wicklow Head, Irish Sea [pp. 416-418]
	Pilot-Fish Naucrates ductor (L.) in Irish Waters: Further Records and a Review of Irish Records [pp. 419-424]
	First Records of Beryx decadactylus Cuvier, 1829 from Irish Inshore Waters and a Review of Irish and North-West European Records [pp. 424-429]
	Longnose Lancetfish Alepisaurus ferox (Lowe, 1833): Further Records from Irish Waters, a Review of North-East Atlantic Records and Observations on Its World-Wide Distribution [pp. 429-435]
	Arctic Charr Salvelinus alpinus L.: First Record from Lough Anscaul, Co Kerry; Further Records from Loughs Bunaveela, Kindrum and Coomasaharn; And Notice of an Introduction to Lough Owel, Co Westmeath [pp. 435-439]
	Anchovy Engraulis encrasicolus (L.) (Pisces: Engraulidae) in Irish and UK Waters [pp. 439-442]
	First Record of the Atlantic Football Fish Himantolophus groenlandicus (Reinhardt, 1837) (Pisces: Lophiiformes, Ceratioidea, Himantolophidae) from Irish Waters [pp. 442-444]
	Trumpet Fish Macroramphosus scolopax (L.) in Irish Waters: A Further Record and a Review of Irish Records [pp. 444-446]
	Cetacean Notes
	Records from the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group [pp. 447-448]
	Sperm Whale Physeter macrocephalus L. [p. 448-448]
	Cuvier's Whale Ziphius cavirostris Cuvier: Correction [pp. 448-449]
	Pilot Whale Globiocephala melaena (Traill) [p. 449-449]

	Field Records: Insects
	Some Records for Scarcer Curculionidae (Coleoptera) [pp. 449-451]
	Some Records for Scarcer Scolytidae (Coleoptera) [pp. 451-452]
	The Wood-Bee Polietes lardaria Fabr. (Diptera: Muscidae), a Natural Fly Used for Fishing in Co Cork [p. 452-452]
	Proteinus atomarius Erichson (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae), a Sapromycetophilous Beetle Confirmed in Ireland [pp. 452-453]
	Gyrophaena angustata (Stephens) (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae), a Beetle New to Ireland Associated with Polyporus Squamosus Huds. Ex Fr. (Hymenomycetes: Polyporaceae) [p. 453-453]
	Magdalis carbonaria (L.) (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) Rediscovered in Co Wicklow [p. 453-453]
	Heterocerus fenestratus (Thunberg) (Coleoptera), New to Ireland [pp. 453-454]

	Plant Records
	Plant Records from Co Limerick (H8) [pp. 454-455]
	Plant Records from North-East Galway (H17) [pp. 455-456]
	Orobanche minor Smith on Sea Holly at Inishmaan, Aran Islands [p. 456-456]

	Fish Notes
	Blackfish Centrolophus niger (Gmelin, 1789) [pp. 456-457]
	Darkie Charlie Dalatias licha (Bonnaterre, 1788) [pp. 457-458]
	Red Dory Cyttopsis roseus (Lowe, 1843) [p. 458-458]
	Deal-Fish Trachipterus arcticus (Brünnich, 1771) [pp. 458-459]
	Sailfin Dory Zenopsis conchifer (Lowe, 1852) [p. 459-459]

	Zoological Note
	A Record of the Barnacle Balanus tintinnabulum L. (Crustacea: Cirripedia) from Irish Waters [pp. 459-460]

	Report of Meeting
	First Irish Bat Seminar: May 31-June 1 1997, Corofin, Co Clare [pp. 460-461]

	Correspondence
	Irish Elasmobranch Group [pp. 461-462]

	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 462-463]
	Review: untitled [p. 463-463]
	Review: untitled [p. 463-463]
	Review: untitled [p. 464-464]
	Review: untitled [pp. 464-465]
	Review: untitled [p. 465-465]
	Review: untitled [p. 466-466]
	Review: untitled [pp. 466-467]
	Review: untitled [p. 467-467]
	Review: untitled [pp. 467-468]
	Review: untitled [p. 468-468]
	Review: untitled [p. 468-468]

	Back Matter



