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NEW RECORDS OF CEFHALOFPODS CAUGHT IN IRISH
AND SCOTTISH WATERS

M.A. COLLINS, C. LORDAN*®, K. FLANNERY', D.T.G. QUIGLEY* AND
F.G. HOWARD'

Department of Zoology, University of Aberdeen, Tillydrone Avenue, Aberdeen, AB24 2TZ. *Aquaculture
Development Centre, Department of Zoology, University College, Cork, Ireland. "High Road, Garfinny,
Dingle, Co. Kerry, Ireland. *ESB Fisheries Conservation, Ardnacrusha, Co. Clare, Ireland.
ISOAEFD Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101, Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB9 8DB

Records of unusual cephalopods, taken as by-catch in Irish and Scottish waters in the
years 1985-1995, are presented. Of most interest are three specimens of glant squid
{Architeuthis) that were caught in bottom trawls off the west of Ireland between April
and June 1995, all were mature males of mantle length ~1000 mm. Other records include
a large mature female Histioteuthis bonnellii from the west of Ireland and three specimens
of the gelatinous incirrate octopus, Haliphron atlanticus.

Cephalopods are important members of marine food chains, but with the exception of the
common, neritic species such as Loligo forbesi Steenstrup and Eledone cirrhosa (Lamarck) relatively
little is known about the distribution and ecology of this class of molluscs. This problem is
related to the oceanic habit of many of the species, lack of commercial interest in cephalopods,
taxonomic difficulties and the inability of standard fishing gears to capture cephalopods (Clarke,
1977), hence any information on the occurrence and distribution of these species is valuable.

In the present paper (see Table 1) new records of some of the more unusual cephaloped
species that have been opportunistically obtained from commercial and research fishing activities
in Irish, and to a lesser extent, Scottish waters in the years 1985-1995 are collated, The majority
of the specimens came from a small number of fishing boats with whom regular contacts were
maintained and hence the cephalopods included here probably represent a small fraction of the
unusual cephalopods caught around the British Tsles.

Of the specimens included here, the three Architeuthis specimens are probably the most
interesting, particularly since the three specimens, were trawl caught, in a short space of time,
representing the first Irish records of Architenthis for 75 years. Further details of these specimens
will be presented elsewhere (Lordan et al., in press). There are other recent records of Architeuthis
around the British Isles (Boyle, 1986; Heppell & Smith, 1991), but these had been stranded rather
than trawl caught. The taxonomy of the family is still poorly understood, but the specimens
were probably A. dux (Steenstrup), although specimen 3 does show some morphological differences
to the others, notably in the apparent fin shape and gill lamellae counts.

Histioteuthis bonnellii has been recorded around Britain before (Yau, 1994), but this was a
small specimen captured in a midwater trawls. Massy (1909) reported four small specimens of
H. bonnellii, but two of these were subsequently reassigned to H. reversa (Verrill) Massy, 1913)
and in her review of the Irish cephalopods (Massy, 1928) only H. reversa is included, indicating
that all her specimens were probably reassigned to H. reversa (see Voss, 1969). A mature female
specimen of H. bonnellii was also caught in the Davis Strait, Greenland (Kristensen, 1980).
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Elsewhere H. bonnellii is normally found south of 50°N in the Mediterranean and north-east
Atlantic (Clarke, 1966; Voss, 1969) where it is an important component of the diets of sperm
whales (Clarke, 1966; Clarke, 1977).

Ommastrephes bartrami has been recorded previously in various parts of the British Isles and
there have also been records of O. caroli Furtado and Sthemoteuthis pteropus (Steenstrup).
Ommasirephes caroli has been shown to represent mature female C. bartrami, whilst records of
S. pteropus are probably O. bartrami (Heppell, 1992). Ommastrephes bartranii is essentially a
southern species and most of the British records are of stranded squid, perhaps due to low
temperature. The Rockall specimens all came from a single bottom trawl at 320 m, and may
have been captured during hauling and were not necessarily associated with the sea-bed.

Although Hex coindelii is relatively abundant off the west coast of Ireland (C.L., personal
observation), the specimens included here from the North Sea are morphologically distinct
from . coindetii and I, illecebrosus in that both ventral arms are hectocotylized in the males. The
taxonomy of the [llex genus is not clear, but both [. coindetii and L illecebrosus have only one
ventral arm modified. Grimpe (1924) also reported [llex (assigned to llex coindetii}) with both
ventral arms modified from the North Sea, but it is not clear if these specimens with both arms
hectocotylized represent a form of I cofndetii or a different species. Mex coindelii is thought to
occur in the north-east Atlantic and Mediterranean, with [ illecebrosus occurring in the north-
west Atlantic,

Sepia elegans has previously been recorded off the south and west coasts of Ireland (Massy,
1909) and off the west of Scotland (see Stephen, 1944), but is less abundant than the conspecific,
5. officinalis.

Haliphron atlanticus is a gelatinous incirrate octopod, All the specimens were large animals,
but were badly damaged during capture. Adult H. atlanticus are thought to be benthic, though
the juveniles are pelagic. There is one other published record of this species around the British
Isles (Collins et al., 1995), whilst Lu & Clarke (1975) caught a juvenile specimen at 53°N 20°W
in an RMT net at a depth of 1260-1500 m. Willassen (1986) also records two adult specimens
from the Norwegian coast.

We would like to thank the skippers and crew of the fishing vessels “Sionnainn” and
‘Temaleen’ for keeping specimens,
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